
a - Ocular 
b - Optic or objective 
c - Slide rack 
d - Stage 
e - IRIS DIAPHRAGM 
f - Substage light source 
g - Coarse and fine adjustment 
 
 
POWER - the number of times an object 
will be magnified in a field.  
POWER is a combination (multiplied) of 
the ocular and optic power. Most scanning 
for parasites is done at 40-100X combined. 
For example - 10x ocular with 10x optic = 
100x 
A 4x ocular and a 10x optic = 40X 

 
  
CLOSE THE IRIS DIAPHRAGM to increase contrast, and hopefully see a parasite. 
 USE THE LOWEST POWER and look for motion.  Have a good book with pictures handy. 
 
DO NOT USE a microscope in bright light. It will wash out the field. For field studies, you will 
probably end up putting a heavy bath towel over your head and scope while using outdoors.  
 
Prep your slide by placing a drop of pond water on it in the center.  
 
Scrape a fish with the coverslip and transfer the drop of mucus to the slide. 
Compress the mucus between the coverslip and the slide, on the drop of water. 
 
 

 
 




